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1 . IN CONVERSATION LAST WEEK, BERENT FRIELE TOLD ME THAT 
JOAO LEITAO DE ABREU, CHIEF OF MEDICI'S CIVIL HOUSEHOLD, 

HAD EXPRESSED TO HIM INTEREST IN A VISIT BY THE SECRETARY 
TO BRASILIA DURING THE MEDICI PERIOD (EFFECTIVELY, 

BEEORE THE END OF THE YEAR). THE STATEMENT BY LEITAO 

DE ABREU WAS MADE, ACCORDING TO ERIELE, IN THE CONTEXT 
OF REFERENCES TO THE CANCELLATION OF THE PRESIDENT'S 
PLANS AND THE SECRETARY-DESIGNATE'S VISIT TO MEXICO CITY. 

FRIELE APPEARED ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT THE IDEA AND INDICATED 
TO ME THAT HE INTENDED TO PURSUE THE QUESTION IN NEW YORK 
AND WASHINGTON. I WAS NONCOMMITTAL WITH ERIELE, SAYING THAT 
I WOULD HAVE TO THINK ABOUT THE MATTER. 

2. SINCE MY TALK WITH FRIELE, I HAVE SEEN ONE INCON- 

SPICOUS REFERENCE TO THIS POSSIBILITY IN THE BRAZILIAN PRESS, THIS 
BEING A REPORTED COMMENT ATTRIBUTED TO BRAZILIAN AUTHORITIES 
THAT, ALTHOUGH THEY HAD NOT BEEN INFORMED OFFICIALLY ABOUT A 
POSSIBLE VISIT BY THE SECRETARY, IT WOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED A 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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RETURN OE MEDICI'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON, GIVEN THE DIFEERENT 
LEVELS INVOLVED. 

3. WE HAVE GIVEN CONSIDERABLE THOUGHT HERE TO THE QUESTION 
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OF A VISIT BY THE SECRETARY BEEORE THE END OF MEDICI'S 
TERM. WE HAVE CONCLUDED EIRMLY THAT SUCH A VISIT IS 
NEITHER NECESSARY NOR DESIRABLE. IN THE FIRST PLACE, WE 
ARE NOT AT ALL SURE THAT LEITAO DE ABREU WAS SPEAKING 
EOR ANYONE BUT HIMSELE, EVEN THOUGH HE IS, OE COURSE, 

VERY CLOSE TO MEDICI. WE BELIEVE, FURTHER, THAT THE 
PRINCIPAL PLUS OF A VISIT, THE ASSUAGING OF MEDICI'S HURT 
EEELINGS, IS SIMPLY NOT IMPORTANT ENOUGH, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT 
THE TWILIGHT NATURE OE THE MEDICI GOVERNMENT, TO INCUR 
THE COMPLICATIONS EOR WASHINGTON INHERENT IN THIS VERY 
SPECIAL (AND RATHER TRANSPARENT) EFEORT . ABOVE ALL, 

WE CONSIDER THAT AT THIS LATE DATE THE IMPACT OF HIGH- 
LEVEL VISITS SHOULD BE SAVED EOR THE GEISEL GOVERNMENT. 

4. NEVERTHELESS, I CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT OTHER STEPS 
SHOULD BE TAKEN TO REDRESS TO SOME DEGREE THE NEGATIVE 
EEEECTS OE THE CANCELLATION OE THE PRESIDENTIAL TRIP. 

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THE SECRETARY SHOW SOME SPECIAL 
ATTENTION TO GIBSON BARBOZA WHEN HE IS IN NEW YORK EOR 
THE UNGA. AT THE LEAST HE SHOULD HAVE A GOOD AND WIDE- 
RANGING TALK WITH BARBOZA IN NEW YORK (SEE REE B). IT 
WOULD BE A MARK OE SPECIAL INTEREST IF GB COULD BE INVITED 
TO WASHINGTON EOR THE TALK OR EOR A CONTINUATION OF THE 
TALK IN NEW YORK. DURING THE SESSIONS(S), THE SECRETARY 
COULD GIVE THE PRESIDENTIAL LETTER PROPOSED IN REE A TO 
GB FOR MEDICI, OR, IE A DECISION AGAINST SUCH A LETTER 
IS TAKEN, THE SECRETARY WOULD WANT, I ASSUME, TO ADDRESS 
THE QUESTION OE THE CANCELLATION. IN EITHER CASE, IT 
WOULD BE IMPORTANT EOR SECRETARY TO GIVE GIBSON EEELING 
HE (AND THROUGH HIM GOB) WAS BEING TAKEN INTO ADMINISTRA- 
TION'S CONEIDENCE WITH RESPECT TO BOTH WORLDWIDE AND LATIN 
AMERICAN POLICY, AND THUS THAT DESPITE UNAVOIDABLE 
CANCELLATION, THE RELATIONSHIP ESTABLISHED IN DECEMBER 
1971 CONTINUES. 

5. PLEASE KEEP ME ADVISED OE ANY DEVELOPMENTS IN 
WASHINGTON'S THINKING ON THESE SUBJECTS. 

CONEIDENTIAL 
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CRIMMINS 

CONEIDENTIAL 


« END OE DOCUMENT » 
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